
Georgia Department of Agriculture (GDA) 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q:  How do I apply for the GATE Certificate? 

A:  The Georgia Department of Agriculture will accept online applications and written 

applications. 

i. To apply online visit www.agr.georgia.gov.  The fee is $20 dollars for an online 
application. 

ii. To submit a written application send payment and application form to the Georgia 
Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 742304, Atlanta, GA 30374-2304.  The fee is $25 for 
a written application.  You may download a form at www.agr.georgia.gov to be 
completed and mailed to the aforementioned address. 

iii. To apply via phone call 1-855-FARM-TAX.  The fee for an application over the phone is 
$25.   

 
Q:  I am a first time GATE applicant, why am I being asked to submit verification of lawful presence to 
participate in the program? 
 

A:  The Secure and Verifiable documentation process is a State of Georgia requirement under 
O.C.G.A. § 50-36-1 that stipulates any person receiving a public benefit such as a license, 
registration, permit or tax certificate must attest that they are a legal citizen or permanent 
resident of the United States.  GATE applicants must complete a notarized affidavit and provide 
one form of acceptable documentation such as a passport or driver’s license in order to qualify.  
This is a onetime process.  Once we have your paperwork on file there is no need to resubmit 
these documents for GATE card renewals or for any other license or permits issued by our office.  
If you have multiple registrations with our Department simply inform our officials that we 
already have your documentation on file and we can apply that to each of your accounts. 

 
Q:  What if I have previously submitted an affidavit and one acceptable document for another license or 
GATE card issued by the Georgia Department of Agriculture? 
 

A:  Please notify us if you have previously submitted an affidavit and one acceptable document 
for any other license or GATE card issued by the Georgia Department of Agriculture.  This will 
allow us to search our databases and upload the required documentation for your new license 
and enable a better customer service experience. For assistance, call the Customer Service 
Center at 855-4-AG-LICENSE (855-424-5423). 
 
A:  Please be sure to tell us when you are renewing other licenses within the department and we 
will be glad to attach your secure and verifiable documentation from your GATE account for 
your convenience. For assistance, call the Customer Service Center at 855-FARM TAX (855-327-
6829). 

  
Q:  Why is there a certification fee for the GATE card? 
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A: The Georgia General Assembly provided that the fees collected cover the costs of 

administering the GATE program. 

Q:  When does my GATE Certificate expire? 

A: Each GATE Certificate is good from the date of issuance until December 31st.  Certificates 

must be renewed annually.       

Q:  Why is there a difference in the fees? 

A: The input costs associated with manually processing applications increases the certificate fee.  

Q:  The GATE application requires me to choose a NAICS code.  What is a NAICS code and where can I 
find more information about what they mean? 
 

A:  NAICS  stands for the North American Industry Classification System and defined by the 
United States Census Bureau.  These codes identify virtually every type of business practice or 
service performed in the U.S.  Under the GATE program only certain types of business or farming 
practices are allowed for participation.  The eligible codes are listed in the official GATE Rules 
and Regulations. 

 
Q:  I farm several different crops and qualify under several different NAICS codes, how do I know which 
code to choose? 
 

A:  Many of our farmers could potentially qualify for GATE under different NAICS codes.  For 
application purposes it is required to pick one NAICS code that best describes your farm 
operation.  If you farm cotton, peanuts and soybeans for example we encourage you to pick the 
one NAICS code that best describes your operation.  If cotton farming comprises the bulk of your 
farming operation then you would want to select “Cotton Farming – 11192”. 

 
Q:  Where can I find more information about a specific NAICS code? 
 

A:  Additional information and full descriptions of each NAICS code can be found on the U.S. 
Census Bureau’s website located at www.census.gov.  The GATE program is based upon the 
2012 NAICS codes and you can research each specific code to determine which one best 
describes your business or farm operation. 

 
Q:  Last year I qualified for GATE because my land was enrolled in Georgia’s Conservation Use and 
Valuation Assessment program through my local tax assessor’s office.  Even though I don’t produce any 
crops can I still qualify for GATE under this option. 
 

A:  No.  Recent changes have eliminated Conservation Use and Valuation Assessment (CUVA) 
and the Forest Land Protection Act (FLPA) programs as automatic qualifiers for the GATE 
program.  This means for all 2015 renewals the qualified agriculture producer must currently 
produce a crop that generates at least $2500 in annual revenues, or, provide an eligible 
agricultural related services that generates at least $2,500 annually, or,  produce a long-term 
agricultural product that will generate $2,500 annually in the future.  Many farmers and timber 
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tract operators with land enrolled in CUVA or FLPA are also actively farming and will likely 
continue to meet the $2,500 annual production revenue requirement.   

 
Q:  Can I use my GATE card for all of my farm purchases? 
 

A:  No.  You can only use your GATE card for qualifying agriculture related products and only for 
those specific areas which you qualified for the program.   For example a beef cattle producer 
that sells $2,500 of beef annually may also produce and sell more than $2,500 of hay and more 
than $2,500 corn.  In this case the applicant qualifies in three areas of production and can only 
use their GATE card on eligible inputs for beef cattle, hay and corn production.  If the farmer 
happens to also have horses and goats on the farm but does not meet the $2,500 annual 
revenue threshold in sales of equine or goats then use of the GATE card to purchase horse or 
goat feed would be a violation of the program and subject to loss of GATE privileges or penalty 
from revenue enforcement officials.  

 
Q:  My application was denied.  How do I appeal this decision?  What is the appeal process? 

 
A: If the applicant is denied certification, then the applicant shall be provided a reason for such 

denial and the licensing fee will be returned to the applicant.  Any denial may be appealed to 

the Georgia Agriculture Tax Exemption Advisory Board in writing within 30 days of denial.  

Appeals should be sent to the Georgia Agriculture Tax Exemption Program at 19 Martin Luther 

King Jr. Drive, Suite 601, Atlanta GA 30334. 

Q:  I operate a cotton gin, do I qualify? 

A: Yes.  GDA rules include any agribusiness that meets one of the qualifications for an 

agricultural producer as well as having an NAICS code listed in the rules will qualify.  Cotton gins 

have an NAICS code – 115111, so if a producer meets the qualifications, he or she would qualify.       

Q:  I am in the furniture industry; do I qualify as an agricultural producer? 

A: Sorry, but you do not qualify for the GATE Program.   

Q:  I operate a sawmill; do I qualify as an agricultural producer? 

A: Sorry, but you do not qualify for the GATE Program. 

Q:  I ordered $6,000 worth of fertilizer and it was delivered and spread on my farm.  I had to pay sales 
tax as I did not have a GATE card.  I have now applied and received my card.  Can I get my tax money 
back on that fertilizer purchase? 

 
A: No, the GATE Card must be acquired before someone may receive the sales and use tax 
exemption.   
 

Q:  I am a farmer with multiple meters used for poultry/irrigation under different LLCs.  Do I need a 

separate card for each LLC?   



A:  Yes, sales tax exemptions are granted to separate legal entities that would be subject to 

separate registration for tax purposes.  If a farmer has multiple legal entities operating under 

separate legal names, who each own/operate exempt machinery, equipment, or receive exempt 

energy through meters they would need to apply for separate GATE cards. 

B:  If you have separate meters your utility provider(s) may require a GATE addendum for 

“Metered Energy Sold To A Qualified Agriculture Producer”.  You can locate the GATE addendum 

from the GATE website under related documents or you can use this document. 

Q:  I am having trouble viewing the GATE website using Internet Explorer 10 and Windows 8. 

A:  Follow the directions in this document to change the compatibility mode of your browser. 

If you have any other specific question regarding tax exemption, please email the Georgia Department 

of Agriculture at farmtax@agr.georgia.gov or call 1-855-FARM-TAX.    

file:///C:/Users/smoody/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/T6831WER/GATE_Addendum_11_19_12.pdf
https://forms.agr.georgia.gov/GATE/images/ChangeIE10BrowserMode.pdf
mailto:farmtax@agr.georgia.gov

